Interdisciplinary Team-Taught Course Inventory

Overview

The GE allows students to take a single, 4+ credit course to satisfy a particular GE Theme requirement if
that course includes key practices that are recognized as integrative and high impact. Courses seeking one
of these designations need to provide a completed Integrative Practices Inventory at the time of course
submission. This will be evaluated with the rest of the course materials (syllabus, Theme Course
submission document, etc). Approved Integrative Practices courses will need to participate in assessment
both for their Theme category and for their integrative practice.

Please enter text in the boxes below to describe how your class will meet the expectations of
Interdisciplinary Team-Taught courses. It may be helpful to consult the Description & Expectations
document for this pedagogical practice or to consult your Director of Undergraduate Studies or
appropriate support staff person as you complete this Inventory and submit your course.

Please use language that is clear and concise and that colleagues outside of your discipline will be able to
follow. You are encouraged to refer specifically to the syllabus submitted for the course, since the
reviewers will also have that document Because this document will be used in the course review and
approval process, you should be as specific as possible, listing concrete activities, specific theories,
names of scholars, titles of textbooks etc.

Accessibility
If you have a disability and have trouble accessing this document or need to receive it in another format,
please reach out to Meg Daly at daly.66(@osu.edu or call 614-247-8412.

Pedagogical Practices for Interdisciplinary Team-Taught Courses

Course subject & number PUBHLTH & MUSIC 3010

Performance expectations set at appropriately high levels (e.g. Students investigate large, complex
problems from multiple disciplinary perspectives). Please link this expectation to the course goals, topics
and activities and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-500 words)

The course goals are the following. Following completion of the course, students will be able to....

1. Summarize the historical and current issues related to the six public health themes explored in this course.
2. Describe how opera can effectively portray public health issues to an audience through lyrics, voice, acting,
costume, and staging

3. Summarize how a composer can use text and basic musical elements to depict disease and death to an
audience.

Students achieve these goals through readings, class discussions, reflections, lab assignments, and the opera
project. Taking tuberculosis as an example, students will learn about the history of TB throughout the past
several hundred years, up to today. In the public health lab, students will explore how TB is currently
distributed throughout the world, with a focus on low and middle income nations, and what puts a person at risk
for contracting TB. Students will then learn about how TB was portrayed in various art forms in the 1800's, with
a focus on two operas (La Traviata and La Boheme) that featured TB prominently through the protagonist. In
the music lab, students will learn how a soprano uses her voice to depict breathlessness that accompanies TB
and how the voice and breath create a sense that one is dying.
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Significant investment of time and effort by students over an extended period of time (e.g.,
engage the issue iteratively, analyzing with various lenses and seeking to construct an
integrative synthesis). Please link this expectation to the course goals, topics and activities and
indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-500 words)

This course is designed to be delivered through two 80-minute lectures each week
(Tuesday and Thursday) and a 55-minute lab (Friday). Content is split between Music
and Public Health. The course is broken down into six themes. Thus, each theme is
presented over a 2-3 week period and students will learn about each theme from a
public health and music perspective. Each module will also have one full opera for
students to watch and reflect on. The reflection prompts will include questions about
public health and opera; specifically, students will be asked to reflect on how the
public health issue is portrayed in the opera through song, lyrics, acting, or staging.

Interactions with faculty and peers about substantive matters including regular, meaningful
faculty mentoring and peer support about conducting interdisciplinary inquiry. Please link this
expectation to the course goals, topics and activities and indicate specific activities/assignments
through which it will be met. (50-500 words)

Given that this course is taught by instructors from two very different disciplines, in different
colleges at Ohio State, it is a truly interdisciplinary course. Each theme will be presented from
this interdisciplinary perspective and students will be required to engage in interdisciplinary
discussions and writing throughout the semester. The final project will involve developing a
novel opera. Students will pick a public health issue and describe an opera (voices, story,
setting, etc.). Both music and public health aspects of the opera will need to be described
(and will be weighted equally in the grading).

Peer interactions will occur in class through activities and small group discussions during
lectures. Additionally, some of the lab exercises will involve peer/group work.

Finally, faculty mentoring will occur through regular interactions with both professors. Both
will be present for each lecture and lab so that they can contribute to the other's lectures and
in class conversations about the content.
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Students will get frequent, timely, and constructive feedback on their work, scaffolding
multiple disciplinary perspectives and integrative synthesis to build over time. Please link this
expectation to the course goals, topics and activities and indicate specific activities/assignments
through which it will be met. (50-500 words)

The instructors are committed to giving feedback on labs, reflections, and quizzes
within one week of submission. Each instructor will provide feedback on the opera
reflections since they will need to incorporate public health and music ideas as
related to the opera that is being reflected on. Additionally, the instructors will work
together to provide feedback on the opera project so that students are accurately
describing the public health issue and the music components of the project. Because
this project will be due at the end of the semester, students will be able to use the
feedback they received throughout the semester to design an opera that effectively
portrays their chosen public health issue.

Periodic, structured opportunities to reflect and integrate learning (e. g. students should work
to integrate their insights and construct a more comprehensive perspective on the issue). Please
link this expectation to the course goals, topics and activities and indicate specific
activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-500 words)

As part of each module, students will watch an entire opera and reflect on it (as
described above). They will be required to incorporate public health ideas and music
features of the opera into their reflections. The goal will be for them to describe how
the public health issue is being portrayed through music, lyrics, staging, voice, etc.
The ultimate goal of this activity is for students to apply such thinking to all music in
their lives. That is, we want them to understand that music is an art form that is used
to describe how an artist views the world or sees larger social issues and how they
affect people.
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Opportunities to discover relevance of learning through real-world applications and the
integration of course content to contemporary global issues and contexts. Please link this
expectation to the course goals, topics and activities and indicate specific activities/assignments
through which it will be met. (50-500 words)

Non-musicians will often think that operas are old and outdated. But, opera lovers and
musicians alike understand that there are many good examples of modern
productions of older operas. For example, a performance of Don Giovanni in Rome
featured Don Giovanni "getting away" with his bad behavior in the end (vs. dying in
hell). This alternative ending was a commentary on domestic violence in Italy. It was
meant to shock and show how tragic it is when perpetrators get away with such
crimes. Throughout the course, students will be exposed these alternative endings.
Moreover, students will be challenged through discussions in class to write their own
endings to address contemporary global issues.

Public Demonstration of competence, such as a significant public communication of their
integrative analysis of the issue. Please link this expectation to the course goals, topics and activities and
indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-500 words)

There is no planned, formal public communication of any of the assignments in this
class. However, in class discussions, students will be asked to share their opera
ideas. As we approach the latter part of the semester, students will work in small
groups in class to discuss their opera idea and get feedback from their peers. We will
then have larger group discussions where students will be given the opportunity to
share their opera ideas.
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Experiences with diversity wherein students demonstrate intercultural competence and
empathy with people and worldview frameworks that may differ from their own. Please link this
expectation to the course goals, topics and activities and indicate specific activities/assignments
through which it will be met. (50-500 words)

The first module in the course is about race and racism. The public health perspective will
be focused on "racism as a public health crisis" which represents a growing movement in
counties, cities, and states. It is meant to raise awareness of how structural racism
negatively impacts health of individuals and communities. In opera, race and racism are
important issues that have been discussed increasingly over the past few years. Opera has
a long history of being a more Western, white form of art. There is a growing movement in
the field to discuss these inequities. Many artists are openly sharing their experiences and
large opera houses are publicly acknowledging their past practices that have excluded
Black performers.

In this class, we will discuss these issues with students. Additionally, we will invite artists
who publicly discuss race in opera to speak to the class about the problems with the opera
houses and how the discipline should move forward in an equitable way. Students will be
asked to reflect on race and racism in their organizations and communities and describe
their individual and collective responsibility to understand the problems and solutions.

Explicit and intentional efforts to promote inclusivity and a sense of belonging and safety for
students, e.g. universal design principles, culturally responsive pedagogy, structured
development of cultural self-awareness. Please link this expectation to the course goals, topics and
activities and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-500 words)

As stated in the previous response, the first module will be about race and racism
as a public health, and opera, crisis. Students will learn about the origins of opera
as a Western form of music and art. Yet, this course will be inclusive of other
cultures. In each module, students will be learn about operas written by composers
from other countries so that they gain an understanding of how this art form is
represented in all parts of the world.

Through the final project, students will have the opportunity to be as creative as
they wish with their opera. They can pick any public health issue not discussed in
class and create an opera that represents the issue in any country at any period of
time. This activity will challenge them to learn about other cultures and how health
issues are understood by the population.
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Clear plans to promote this course to a diverse student body and increase enrollment of
typically underserved populations of students. Please link this expectation to the course goals, topics
and activities and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-500 words)

This class will be heavily promoted by the College of Public Health and the School of
Music. The instructors are committed to engaging in outreach to students in these
colleges, as well as others. This course will also be an approved elective in the
Public Health and the Arts interdisciplinary minor, which will also be heavily
communicated to students at Ohio State through a variety of means (the Public
Health instructor is the faculty contact in Public Health for the minor). All marketing
materials will make it clear that while this course is about opera, there is no
expectation that students will be opera performers or aficionados.
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